
Text: Dante Gabriel Rossetti. Collected Poetry and Prose. Edited by Jerome McGann. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003. 

Beauty 
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Translated by DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI (1869) 
 
I. 
Like the sweet apple which reddens upon the topmost bough, 
A-top on the topmost twig, — which the pluckers forgot, somehow, — 
Forgot it not, nay, but got it not, for none could get it till now. 
 
II. 
Like the wild hyacinth flower which on the hills is found, 
Which the passing feet of the shepherds for ever tear and wound, 
Until the purple blossom is trodden into the ground. 


