Some Latin Nouns

English meaning Nominative Accusative
(subject or predicate nominative) (direct object)
beast béstia (sing.); béstiae (pl.) béstiam (sing.); béstias (pl.)
glory gloria (sing.); gloriae (pl.) gloriam (sing.); glorias (pl.)
library bibliothéca (sing.); bibliothécae (pl.) bibliothécam (sing.); bibliothécas (pl.)
Mary, Maria* Maria (sing.); Marfae (pl.) Mariam (sing.); Marias (pl.)
table* ménsa (sing.); ménsae (pl.) ménsam (sing.); ménsas (pl.)
victory victoria (sing.); victoriae (pl.) victoriam (sing.); victorias (pl.)
water aqua (sing.); aquae (pl.) aquam (sing.); aquas (pl.)

* The words marked with an asterisk are in your textbook.

Transitive Verbs, and Nouns in the Nominative and Accusative Cases

Transitive verbs have a direct object. For example, in the sentence “Maria béstias amat” (“Mary likes
beasts”), the verb “amat” (“likes”) has the direct object “béstias” (“beasts”).

The direct object is in the accusative case. In the sentence above, “béstias” (“beasts”) has an accusative case
ending and so is in the accusative case because it is the direct object of the verb. “Maria” (“Mary”) has a
nominative case ending and so is in the nominative case because it is the subject of the sentence.

In Latin word order is flexible: “Béstias Maria amat” also means “Mary likes beasts.” We know that “Mary”
is the subject because “Marfa” is in the nominative case and that “beasts” is the direct object because
“bestias” is in the accusative case.

Changing the case endings changes the meaning of the sentence: “Béstiac Mariam amat” means “Beasts like
Mary” because “béstiae” (“beasts”) is in the nominative case (as the subject of the sentence) and “Mariam”
(“Mary”) is in the accusative case (as the direct object).

Some Latin Transitive Verbs

adoro -are 7o adore
amo -are 7o love, lifke
adico -are 7o judge
1uvo -are 7 help

laudo -are 2o praise
lavo -are fo wash

libero -are o free, set free
occupo -are 7o seige
opto -are 7o choose

Oro -are 7o entreat

potto -are 7o carry

pugno -are 7o fight

saluto -are zo greet

Servo -are #o guard, keep
specto -are o look at

superoO -are 7o overconme, SUrpass
voco -are o call



