
Counterargument partner (play devil’s advocate) 
× pick one of the writer’s subclaims or rebuttals to other positions 
× analyze either the argument supporting the subclaim, or the relationship between 

subclaim and main claim 
o use the Toulmin model: claim, support, warrant (assumption, principle, value) 

× find a way to argue against the support, the warrant, or the way they supposedly add up to 
prove the claim 

 
Writer 

× answer the criticism or argument (backing for warrant, rebuttal, qualifier) 
× incorporate your response into your plan/outline for your paper 


